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hile most paddlers
lock forward to heavy
spring runoff, paddiers
on West Virginia's
Cheat River could just
- we%% do without it. Following weeks
Sk heavy spring1ain an Underground

Blow-out Further
D regrad ades Cheat

have turned bright orange, its water is

cloudy and smells strongly of sulfur,

and paddlers have reported that the.

water bums their eyes. With such pol-
lution, the Cheat's reputation as a

prime padd ing destination may s00n

- digappear

“mine on a iributary of the Cheat
‘egan discharging acid runoff at'a”

rate of 800 gallons per minute —
making the mighty Cheat mighty
acidic. No one who runs the river reg-
ularly can remember. it gver being thls
heavily impacted by ming runoff,

“The Cheat River drains the largest
free-flowing watershed east of the
Yississippl and hag long been a

iavarite for rafting customers and pri-

“ We hope these: mine brea%cs don §j3
bec:ome a reguiar occurrence.” says

tmre Szilagyi, owner of Appalachian
Wiidwaters, which operates on the
Cheat, "A succession of these inci-
dents would have profound negative
consequences fo our industry,” Local
newspapers have already cited cases
where customers wanting to raft the
Cheat changed their mind when con-

fronted with Lhe river's poliufed

vate padd ers. But'the Cheat is alsoa

dead river Amci mine céramage has
rendered the river lifeless for most of
the 20th century. Its spectacular
canyon, clear water and rapids with
names like Big Nasty and Even
Mastier have largely masked the
Cheat's probiems from paddlers.
With the recent blow-out, the
river's acid pollution problem has
reared its head for all to see, The
river's rocks and car-size boulders

Paddler ¥ Qetober 1998 — Diqwid lenfin

waters. T&T Fuel Co. owns the blown-
out mine. Acid from T&T's No
2 and No. 1 mines flows into
the Cheat just above the
canyon via Muddy Creek.
Unfortunately the problem
does not end there. Muddy
Creek also receives acid runoff
from mines situated along
one of its feeder streams,
Marting Creek, The mountain-
sides along the Muddy Creek
drainage and other Cheat
tributaries are also riddled
with old mines that further
threaten the river.

On the bright side, there are
some signs that the federal
government and the state of
West Virginia have taken notice
of the river's problems and are
commmitted to the long, costly
process of restoration. Robert
{ram, head of the Interior
Department's Office of Surface
Mining, recently toured the site

and pledged his office’s assistance. And
David Callagxhan, director of West
Virginia's Division of Environmental
Brotection, told attendees at a recent
conference on Appalachian rivers that
his agendcy is trying to get more money
to better address the state’s acid runoff
melem And that might once again
make paddlers look forward 1o spring
rains.
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By SpenceR Biack

Imagine an airplane that crashed -

avery time it took off. Suppose the
mapufacturer of that plane then
claimed that he had new echnology
that would prevent future problems

and invited you amd your family:

along on the next flight. Before vou

hoarded that plane, you would |

probably want to see.at lesst one
successful flight.

to open mines in sulfide ore bodies
in porthern Wisconsin such as

Exxon’s proposed Wolf River mine. -
Why? Because every mine in a simd-

far sulfide ore body has led to severe
environmentst damage.

Wisconsin will be the big loser if
Fxxon’s proposed Wolf River mine
ends up polluing drinking water
supphivs or our rivers and lakes. For
that resson, [ huve proposed the Sul-
fide Mining Moratorium Bill, My
hill will prohibit the openiag of 2
pew mine in 4 suifide ore body until
a similar mine has been operated
clsewhere for at least 10 years with-
out sigaificant ni.ﬁ::ﬁnnﬁ &BT
age.

The ore
e ot o igh peroentiin

That scenario is similar to the sit-
wation we sow face with ploposals’

in the proposed p *R0n

P AT i

line %rma

Mining moratorium bill

Senate Bill 3, populagly known 35 the g moratorium,”™
w&%&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁnga March il ona 29to3 vote, It was.
introduced in the Assembly two days Iatér and seot t6 the Eaviron-
ment Committee. A publc hearing on the bill is scheduled on Oct.
14at 1 p.m. at State Fair Park in West Allis. The copmittee is
expected to vote on the bill in eary November., o

According to the Legislative Reference Bureau, the %ﬂ%

*Prohibits the Deépartient of Z»Ei
metallic mining permit mna. the 1
DNR determines that 5 ming
gaw in the United mﬂnﬁﬁ

bill

.. and water, sulfiric acid is created.
- Across the country, sulfide m&amm
~wastes have caused extensive envi-

‘inining companies moved else-
where.

7 locared. Bt its focation in the head-

)

state’s most famous and pristine

Rep. Spencer Black
sributary, makes it especisfly threat-
erdng.

muﬂﬁus cangot cite even one exam-
pie of 4 mine in a sulfide ore body

sulfide minersls. In order to extract
the copper, zine and other metals,
the mining operation pulverizes the
sulfide rock. While the valuable
minerals would be shipped to Cana-
da, the ground up sulfide materials
called railings would be lefe near the
mine in what would be, by far, Wis.
consin's lurgest toxie waste dump.
The wailings dumi would be 90 feer
Riph and cover o amse Koger thids
nball fickd CehEe

that has not caused extensive polly-
" tion. Even Exxon admitted, at 2
recent legistative public hearing in
Green Bay, that there is no mine that
they can peiat to that has been oper-

- tab dumage;

* waste sulfide tailings mix with air-,

ronmental damage from acid draip-
' ing into rivers, lakes and drinking .
. water supplies. A great many rivers

it Appalachia and the Rocky Moun-
tains remain lifeless due to acid.
" drainage from mines even decades-,
after the mines were closed and the "

“’Fhe potential for acid drainage’
pollution from such a large dump -
would concern us wherever it was.

waters of the Wolf River, oneof o

rivers and the Fox River’s largest:

similar to the Woif River deposit’
- What mukes the comparison even
"less relevant 15 the fact that there is

ated and reglaimed for 2 reasonable!
lengriof tiine withowt 55858.(:;._.

mine. However,
- gEe gnproven.

Fyen though Exxon admits that
past mines have caused great envi-
~ronmental damage,
“that new technologies will prevent
_ that 'damage at their Wolf River
thosé technologies
Reports ingdicate that
50Ime recent ming operations have
been promising, but other new
. mines have become environmental
digasters. For example, the Sum-
< pitvitle mine in Colorado, which

opened only 1 vears ago, had to be

shur- down after. polluting raany

they now chim

fisiles of trout streams and poisoning

Siater supplies in southern Col-
sorado. Taxpayers in that state will
/. pay 45 much as $150 million tory to
S clean up the damage.

~ Mining advocates claim that the

four-year history of a small mine in

" Ladysmith should clesr the way for

Exkon's proposed Wolf River mine.

The Ladysmith mine is 8 fraction of

theé-size of the Wolf River mine.

no tailing waste dump at Ladysmith
because s the ore is shipped for

processing in Canada, The
ity: where the processing facility is
ocated i Cunada v
S potiition

probien

S VO 5

A \Hyrr,

comirmii-

Vere -

Wall -

-of-the-auning Jaws can

River-Crandon mine will process
the ore on site.

Exxon and other mining advo~
cates claim that we dor’t need the
mining moratorium bil} because
Wisconsin's mining laws are already
strong enongh. However, our min-
ing laws contain many loopholes.
For example, mining is the only
industry in the state that does not
have to follow the strict standards of
the state’s Groundwater Lagw — the
law that protects our drinking water,
Mines follow separate, but weaker,
rutes, Adsopmanyolsthe-provisions
watved at
therequisof-the thinitig-company

.wam.ﬁmﬁﬂ. of - Natural Resources.
Fhis.is pspecially-worrisome now

trolied-agency ww.,%mwm
politicaliy--controbed- DINR™ was
: w wrm FEQUESE of w&wﬁ.«wm

ith.the-approvalof-the.

THE WOLF RIVER in Winneconne is a hot fishing spot for residents and tourists.

il protect our natural resources

Public Intesvener, whose job was to
watchdog the DDINR, has been elimi-
nated.

‘The latest effort by Exxon to kill
the mining moratorium bill has been
based on the routine suggestion by
legisiative lawvers to make 1 techni~
cal change to the language of the
bilt. This technical clarification
which happens on almost every
major legisiation has already been
accomplished by an amendment
drafied by the nonpartisan Legisla-
tive Council,

This fall, the state Assembly is
scheduled to vote on the mining
moratorium bill. The state Senate
has already passed the bill by a bi-
partisan vote of 29-3 despite a mul-
timittion dotlar lobbying and adver-
tising campaiga by Exxon.

The mining moratorium kil is a
common sense approach to prevent
mining operations from polluting
our drinking water and rivers and
jakes. Our greatest wealth m Wis-
consin is not copper or zine ~— it is
our plentiful supply of clean water.

SPENCER BLACK, a Democrat, is the
author of the mining moratoriurm bill,
He reprasents the 77th district,
which mnchides Madison,
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By Manc Durr

 Few issues in Wisconsin generate
“strong emotion, political activism, -

protest leading toarrest and dooms-
day predictions as metaliic mirdng.
“Fhis {5 ironic considering Wiscon=
sin was naimed the “Badger State”
because of its rich mining history

dating back to the 19th century.

The proposed Crandon mine has

prompted Tecent uprisings among’

concerned parties and environmen-

tal groups, including some consid-

ered extreme and radical, like Barth
First and the Wisconsin Greens.

These groups oppose the Crandon

fine and back legislation authored
. by Rep. Spencer Black (D-Madi-

som) which attempts to stop metallic

mining in Wisconsin for decades. -

While Black’s hill (Senate Bili 3)
2nd mining issues deseyve thorough
attention, the Legislature must be
careful and not allow pofitics and
radical agendas interfere.

Proposing & mining moratoriem
susomatically suggests Wisconsin’s
environments} regulations are inad-
equate 10 Drotest ouxy lands, forests
Wiscotisin’s comprehensive mining
and environmental laws were enact-
ed in the early 19705 and 1980s, they
were considered the best in the
aation. Since that time, these laws
have only been strengtheéned.

* A publication by the National

and waters. This is ludicrous. When '

Gregg Underhoim (R
Oshkosh), The contacts |
have gathered from oy dis-
trict are strongly in 0pposi-
sion 1o the mine, That cer
sainly affects my thinking. |
wish the il would be debat-
ed solety on the merits of the
issue. Therd is a lot of emo-
tional baggage thal comes
with this topic. The oppo-
nents of mining have used
that strategy effectively.
- There have been legitimate
concems as weil as the fears
that have been rased.

UNH I HL s v PRYTSEN

datd

moratorium

Rep. Marc Duft

Mining Association credited Wis~
consin with engcting “arguably the
toughoest environmental regulations
impacting mining early in the envi-
ronmentz} movemens.” In fact,
Black wrote a column on Wiscon-
sin’s continual high rank on envi-

ropmental quality, published Febra-

ary 17, 1995, in the Clark County
Press in which he writes, “When
states are ranked on the guality of
their environment, Wisconsin is
almost always at or near the twp.
... Wisconsin has long been a leader

. mining technology and engindering
“has ' dramatically . changed that
" record

tans vanmrrasgnn

B Hit

in enacting strict laws to keep our

-putdoors clean.”

In light of this, we should have

‘confidénce in our state’s environ-

mental regulatory stracture and

" afiow the mining permit process to
- "work rather than let emnotional poli-

fics initerveéne, tis better to trust the
state’s technical expers, sciéntists,

- independent consulrants and pro-

fessionals to scrutinize proposed
mine projects and protect the envi-
nment, i

. "Thisre is no doubt the cavemanish

miethods of mining in the 1800 and

- early 1900s Wwere damaging to the
| epvitonment. However, modern

“so- that environmentally
responsible mining is the standard.
In fact; the only way 2 mine can
receive o PINR permit to operate in
Wisconsin is if it will meet strong
environmental requirements and it
will ot endanger public health,
safety or welfire,

Madern mines have cperated
throughouy North America without
harem. to- the environment. Col-
orade’s: Headerson' Mine, Mis-

~ gobri’s Viburnuns Mine #27, Cali-
- fornia’s McLaughlin Mine, and

Montana's Srillwater’s Cannon mine
have gl operated iri an environmen-
tally recponsiblé manner, many in
sensitive aress. Wisconsin’s Flam-

AN A VAT

o Carol Owens {(R-
- Nekimil: We: shouldn'titegis: -
© late out of fear it drives peo:
. pie 1o do very strange things:”
As it is worded now, Fwonit
© vote for the socalied mining
- moratorium, | could change:
o aymind if the legisiation is:
“made. better. The question is'
who operates the mine and
- under which ruies.-The Grary
don mine witl be mineg .=
L that's a given — orily g Aiatter
of when, S

ol

‘won’t accomp!

beau Mine in Ladysmith, which
operated from 1993 untll this year,
hes been hailed g 2 success and
complied with all of ‘our tough envi-
ronmental regulations; It is impor-
tant to mote that i Black’s mining
moratorium bill had been in effectin

the 1980s, the sucoessiil Flambesu -

Mine would have been prevented for
many decades.

Faw bills have generated as much
confusion and emotion s Senate Bill
3, the so-called “mining moratori-
um” bill, which’ passéd the state
Senate in Match. -Because of
amendments added 10 the bill inthe
Senate, there has been 3 great deal of
confusion over what the bil actually
does. As a result, an impartial leg-

islative attorney was asked to write -

legal opinion on $B-3.. The conclu-
sion was that the:bill imposes no
moratorium on mining snd adds no
more stringent PIovisions fo protect
the environmext or Wolf River from
unproven minng practices.

One can't help-bur woader why
the bill’s proponents failed to pass -

5B 3 in 3 way that'would actuaily

result i 2 moratorium on mining i

Wisconsin. Perhaps supporters of
the measure know:SB 3 woulkdn’t
pass the Senate:in that form. Or.

maybe they werd mare interested in .

creating & hot political issue than in
workifg to strengthen Wisconsin’s

aiready tough énvircntnental laws.

{577

ish anything

Supporters of $B 3, who clhimed to
be protecting the eavironment, ¢ast
anyone opposed to this do-nothing
legisiation as a villain, In troth, their
actions and their bill were nothing
but political posturing and empty
rhetaric.

“While the focus has been placed

" on SB 3, which provides no further

protections to the environmest,
many of my Republican colieagues

. heve been working on initiatives
" guaranteed to give the DNR the
regulatory teols it needs to protect

the environment while allowing
mining to occur, Some of these are
a5 folloves:

-1} Last session a new law was
enacted which makes mining com-
panies perpetually responsible for
costs and clean up associated with
mine waste facilities;

2y New. rules were requested to

“enbance the groundwater rules as it

relates to mining;
-3) DNR was asked 10 forward
new riles that require mine opers-

. tors te place in 2 special fund ade-
“guaté MODeYs 1O COvEr any preven-

tative and femedial actions neces-
sary to glean Up the site or problem

- cavsedd by the mine; and

4) A bill, AB 236, would require
an applicant demonstrate they will
use proven techaology to protect
surface and groundwater from cont-

* arhination in order to obtait 3 min-

ing permit.

Our environment is far too
important to be used 35 a pawn in 3
political game, use scare-tactics and
make questionable progrostica-
tions. Just us & diverse group of peo-
ple came together to create our
tough mining laws in 1981, 1 would
welcome those whe would join me
1o reach a consensus on improving
our current jaws.

Our position is clear: If o mining
company can't prove its operation is
safe, if they can’t make assurances
their mine won't contaminate
grousd of surface water in Wiscon-
sin, they won't receive a mining per-
rit to pperate in our state. Current
Wisconsin mining laws require
state-of-the-art engineering design,
technology for polfution prevention,
environmentsl  monitoring, and
strong financial rules to guarantee
mipes in Wisconsin are built, oper-
ated and recaimed to high environ-
mental standards. There is no need
to have politics delay mining in Wis-
consin for seversl decades because of
what is alieady in place.

MARC DUFF, a Republican, is
chairman of the Assembly's
Etwironment and Litities
Commitiee. He represents the S8th
district, which includes
New Berlin, Brookfieki and Eim
Grove.

Judy Kiusman (R-town of Clay-
tor) : Senate Bill 3 is based on
some good sclence. H | were to
vote o that Hill today, | would sup-
port it. My congtituents are over-
whelmingly In support of strength
ening cur mining laws. The Cran-
don mine is a littie different
because you're going down inlo
the mine angd refining the ore in
place. Senate Bill 3 is a reason-
able plece of legislation. This is
incredibly important when you tatk
about the headwater of the Woif
River. 1t affects my entire district.
Somewhere between 25 percent
of the state's water comes in that
area, We can't take the chance.
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Black: Is Seratti backing mining in Wiscons .

Hearing held in Keshena on proposed bill to place moratorium on mines ir

Black, who described himself as an
avid angler, said he wentto alocal sport-
ing goods slore to buy some lures and
getsome tips onwhere to find a few good
fishing holes.

When he asked about Mineral Creek,
Black said a store alflendant told him,

By Michael J. Boucher
EDITOR OF THE NEWS

Wisconsin lawmaker Spencer Black
told a small audience in Keshena Mon-
day night about a vacation his family took
to the Rocky Mountains last summer.

"Don‘tiishihere. Nothing has lived inthat
creek for 50 years.”

Black said he wasn't surprised when
he learned the creek flowed down from
an old mining site and acid drainage
killed alf of the tish and plant life in the
stream. .
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Black, who held hearings in six loca-
tions Monday including Keshena on a bill
he has proposed to enact a minimum 10-
year moratorium on new mines in Wis-
consin, said the proposed Crandon mine

See BLACK, Page 3
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could have the same disasterous
impact on the Wolf and Wisconsin
rivers,

The slate Legislalure is sel to
vote May 7 on Assembly Bill 758
that would prohibil new mines in
Wisconsin untilitcanbe proventhe
minas will not contaminate surface
of ground waters. The bill would
bar Exxon and other companies
from mining asulfide ore body -~ like
the mine proposed at Crandon -
untif a similar mine has been cper-
aling at least 10 years without pol-
luting nearby waters.

Black asked local residents to
contact their state representatives
and urge them to suppor! the bill.
He also told the group thal their
lawmakerin Madison, Rep. Lorraine
Seralti, "has notbeen very suppon-
ive” of the mining moratorium legis-
lation.

The bill is only one vote of
maving forward, Black said, adding
Seratti "will be put 1o the test, Let's
see ros. she voles 233 7"

top 1. could. na _E: ..E m<m: one’

example.of:a.mine in a:sulfidéore
bedythathasnotcaused significant
-anvironmental harm,™ ha stdted;
The proposed Crandon mine
would create the largest toxic waste
dump in Wisconsin — covering an
area the size of 350 football fields
and generate 1 million gallons of
wastewater dally that would be
pumped through a roughly 4-mile
pipeline and dumped into the Wis-
_consin River, Black expiained.

Hizongfishodldioppose . the.

tantthan afew {mining}jobs),” Teller
said, noting he drank water from
the Wolf River while growing up as
a child on the reservation.

Dixon said volers hold the real
power and not mining lobbyists.

“I'm a politician onthe reserva-
tion,” Dixon stated. "I'm hired and
fired at the ballot box (and so are
state lawmakers). We can lire them
if we want to.”

' __ z.mxw Is Hamn_\f Qammaﬁﬁm chmm

Part of Monday's audience in-
cluded rural Shawano's Len and
Judy Pubanz, who have lived along
the shores of the Wolf River for
decades.

"A mine at Crandon wilt have a
tremendous (environmental)impact
here,” Len Pubanz told The News.
“There'sneverbaena {sullide}mine
anywhere in the world that hasnt
polluted the environment.”

Atribal environmental spokes-
man, Kenneth Fish, noted a final
draft of an impact study on the
Crandon mine is targeted for publi-
cation in 1998, After the environ-
mental impact study is completed,
the DNR will decide 1o approve or
deny a state permit for the mine.

“it's a tough fight {against a
weallthy mining company},” Biack
said. “But it's very imporiant. if the

JustAsk
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Sat, 7:30-6 p.m. » Sun. 9:00-5 p.m.

otate representative pushing for moratorium on mines

people speak out..we can very
delinitely stop the mine,”

* A coalition opposing the mine
has stops scheduled this Saturday
at the Shawano City-County Library
and Sunday at the Keshena Youth
Center, Both eventsbeginat 1 p.m.
Crganizers have encouraged area
residenls to attend and 1o form lo-
cal groups opposing the Crandon
mine.

" Phone 715-526-6108
RENTAL
Creative Crafts

STORE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 7:30-9 p.m.

1345 E. Green Bay St.,
Shawano, Wi
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cai 1 UExxon has emmcz E:Emm ra-
“* dio spots promoting mining "but they
-won't come 1o a hearing like this
because they can’l defend their
position,” he siated,

Mining industry claims thatnew
.»mouno“om“mm have made thair op-
erations more maﬁazamammu‘mm"m
don't hold water, Biack said, noting
that a mine opened In Colorado 10
years ago, closed 5 years later and
could now cost taxpayers $ 150 mil-
lion or more o clean up,

" “Idon't think we wantto be the

guineapigfor unproven technology -

and put our resources at risk,” he
said.” Mining opponents say the
. Crandon mine could impact ani-
mal, fish and plant life along both
the Woll and Wisconsin rivers.
Black; the Democralic leader
onthe Assembly Natural Rasources
Committes, said he was encour-
~aged tolearn Monday that Univer-
sity of Wisconsin siudents marched
=~ to the oflica of a high-tanking aide
- of Gov. Tomy Thompson - .James
Klauser, a former Exxon fobbyist —
to protest the proposed Crandon
mine,
“We've had alot of experience
with {sultide} mines and # hasn't
-.baenvery good,” Black said, noting
-§ 95 parcent of the crushed rock ex-
§ tracled to get sullide ore becomes
a waste product and creatles
sulphyric acid when mixed with air
and waler,
Black, who praised the envi-
“renmentai_reputation of the

_“e_m:oaﬁaa Indian Nation, was

“joingd by {ribal leaders Sn_caﬁm
Chairman John Teller and Vice
Chairman Louis Dixon In calling for
support of AB-758 and 1o oppose
the Grandon mine, :
“We must draw the line In the

sand that the Earth is more impor- ~

: ines not to pol- .
T htethe, w«._cmoaami and the track:
. "1ecord of one of the companies.-
L Eanomﬁm tha mine, Exxon.~ Black
 said, pointing to the Bmmxm oif spill
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Mining moratorium bill

won’t add to protection

I am writing in response to an
Aug. 25 letter by Laura Furtman
| of Webster, Furtman made false
insinuations and accused me of
délaying action on the mining
moratorium proposal.

Furtman'’s letter grossly exag-
gerates the impact of the pro-
posal. She believes it will “effec-

| tively decide
the fate of

: '} ing water, tiv-
ers and:

that it is “cra- -
cial to the pro-

tection of i
drinking water - Duff

in every county.”

Not true! An impartial legisla-
tive attorney wrote alegal opm—
ion concluding that the bill im-
1. poses no mmmg moratorium

'_ | and adds no provision to protect .-
| the’ environment -or the Wolf .

River from mining::

Wisconsin's current sh-zngent'

mining, ground water, surface
water and solid waste laws ade-
quately protect our drinking wa-
ter, rivers and forests.

1 committed to two public
hearings on the bill. The first
was May 12 in Ladysmith. The
second, which 1 have scheduled
twice in the Milwaukee area this
summer, had to be canceled due
to ongoing delay by Senate

get action is compieted
Subsequently, a comm;ttee
vote will be held on the bill and
other mining-related proposals,
which I am working’ on, that im-
i:rove our stringent mining Jaws.

remain committed to ensuring '
strong environmental laws in |

Wisconsin, while allowing ap-
propriate metallic mining to oc-
cur.

Rep Marc Duff

. “Chairman.

Assembly Committee |

: on Environment |
R-New Berlin

Democrats in passmg the bud- ;
. Be :
‘Assembb S;Jeaker Ben Bran- {:
; cel and I'now hope to hold the |
second - hearing on Oct. 14 at |
~-State Fair Park, assummg bud-—

© water i ‘every county% uqm.,

‘tional cavsmnmemai

me, as chair of the Assembly
Committee on Environment, of
delaying action on a bill reiatcd 10
mining in Wisconsin. "

Last’ March, the state Senate
passed Senate Bill 3 that supporters |
hoped would stop metallic miningin
Wisconsin for decades, The intent of
many is to prevent il
Crandon Mine froro recez
permit:to operate. - . '

I commitied to helémg two
ings -and. a. committee vote.
Hundreds of people attended. the
first hearing -May 12 in. I..adysmath
at which- Ms. Fumnan testified,

délaymp _ sm'_' ]
Democrats: has

gerates the imp. . N
many others believe this bill will
“effectively decide the fate of north-
ern Wisconsin’s drinking water
rivers and forests” and that 1t is “cm- .
cial to the pmtecimn of: drmkmg

These : staiemems coxﬁdni be fur»

1mposcs 1o :
and adds-_r;' mare»stnn ent Pl {¢

nethmg" if votewere heldon'SB 3
orm, 1t weuld be'

I remain committed to making

‘sure Wisconsin has strong environ-

mental laws while allowing appro-
priate meta&;ﬁ miping to occur.
- MARC DUFF

State rep:esetﬁm_:_ by, New Berlin
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.::.ha.ld;m.g

gaming ¢

1 that tribeg it fia
dgl rai- ovemment for*:.f'_ :

cask the fe

—u—-l

ga
| up for’ ransom, and -

of extended. discussion di 5
those talks, 5_33{1 Mark Bugh

teughest hining in
the nation. Th Departmenf of
Natural Resources “is not going.
to allow those standards fo be
compromised,” Matthews said;:
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To the Editor: R

Just when it looked jike the
Mining Moratorium ‘Bill' might be
coming 1o-a vofe on the Assembly

floor, look what has ha pened. We'

have change in the make-up of the
key players who will determine the

L WOU WU S S

f Scott Jense
post, the Bill Tooks io be
again. And remember, this

designed t‘t’)_'p'mtect“-.w SCon

happene
appeared in'the
“This Month }

ey ‘Lavira Furtman
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BY-RON SEELY
Lee Newspapers

Assembly. it :
Lt week: the 'bill's. Demidic
author called: the Republi
to “alter’ the legista







| s, o | THEBUSMESSOOURMAL o

™ aniy-of you may have heard:
Y /R mining moratorium bill
Qo § bated in the state Legisla
" il 18 20 isSue that [ have bee
ing §§ a great deal of interest,

First of all; let me assure you that T
and will not support mining activities tha
destroy the environment of this state.

Wisconsin has some of the strictest ¥

laws in the country. Ifit is determined
the permitting process being conduct
now that the Crandon Mine cannot m
consin's environmental standatds, i

be approved.

WRONG SIGHAL TO WORKERS

Second, this issue nat only has a trem
dous statewide impact, but the local imp
our own coninunity is.great aswell, We all
products containing thousands of pound
minerals.every year in items such as
computers, phones and appliances.

Additionally, Harnischfeger Industr
and Bucyrus Internationial Inc. operate
in Oak Creek and South Milwatkee, res;
tively. These gompanies design; bui

3




. .The proposaif Over a per'md
Lof 35 years, Crandcn Mmmg Cn
- ;ﬁans ‘pull t

. Friday, the | pr
-joint venture of Ri _
-of Canada, and Exxo XXON
announced Friday the ' ale af
its interestto Rm Al '
© Keydates:. R
- 1976~ Exxon annﬁunces the s EAN
: dzscovmy ofa vast mmera} de— .
posit.

1988 — Exxon wnhdmws 14%5 .

permit apphcatmns cztmg poor
mei:ai prmes

Craadon Mining €
vela;ament of the 4
1984 to preseﬂt i Crandan
Mining and state Department of n e ¢
Natural Resources discuss tech- * accol
nieal aspeets of pmposai




e —

oo could cause problems,
sinterests oo wﬁ.ﬁn._nmﬁiﬁﬂ what is real
7 rell' -and what is speculative’ from the
niine’s critics becatss they are too
busy. building all these coalitions
and alliances to oppose it.
- Fhe environmentalists would
better serve Wisconsin citizens by
" sticking to the facts and separating
t nt hyperbole in a search for

e St s e,
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DNR head
denies danger
to water

By Mike Flaherty
ingistative reporter
The company gw:ﬁ to mine

the copper and zinc.ore beneath -
“ hoard; -

Forest County soll must now meet
a new set of ground water rufes —
but the state and mine epponents
differ over the rules” impact

The rules approved Wednesday:
by the Department of Natural Bes
sources Board would be a striet sef:
of . régulations’ to betler project

Wisconsin's - ground water, w&u

DNR Secretary George Mever.

Bui they also extend the area
around the mine that companies
ean polluie witheut rmﬁnm to shut
down the mine — which increases
chances: of severe poliution, pro-
tested environmentalists.

The rules, whick must be ap-
proved by the Senate and Assem-
bly's natural resources
commiftees, extend “special leni-
ent treatiment of the mining indus-
try.” Rep. Spencer Black, D-
Madison, told the DNR's a«mawmﬁ

The Emmm mean landfills and

] oﬁﬁ, facilities regulated by the

DNR will: face strieter rules than
mines, which have mich more po-
tential to hurt the: wﬁqﬁa@aw

: Emnw said,
At the. 333 of the debate isa

wagm& cw the Crandon Mining

Co.,a wm;ﬁmﬁw% of Exxon and a
?Emmwmm mining firm, to open a
500-acre - copper and zine mine
near Crandon. The mine, called a
sulfide. mine because the ore is
locked “in “acid-bearing roek that
must be stripped of its mineral,
has become embroiled in noﬁn?
versy over. mining wmwamgam in
Wisconsin.

m‘_ﬂﬁuouamugrﬁm warry that
the mine’s ‘acid-laden tailings
could pollute ground water and
the nearby Woll River.

The company counters that the
mine's waste water, which will be
piped to the Wisconsin River, will
be clean enough to drink - and
that i has “engineered 4 lining that
Wa_mmw; : nzwmmm ‘and- never
ek

zmmm %& EEE m«oﬁﬁ 55_.

Meyer spar over mine rule

Status of vau_om&

M Swnmary: Metalic mining
ground  water  mfes - approved
Wednesday woult extend the
arga around mings the: DNR will
menitor for poliution.

W Status: The DNR Board en-
dorsed the rules Wednesday.

MNeat step: The proposed
riles must be reviewsd:and ap-
proved by the Senate and Assem-
biy's natural resources
committees before thoy have the
force of law. The Legisiature

} mpets again in January.

One’ of Ew nmﬁ mﬂumﬁ water

testing at both 150 feet Epn 1,200

- Teet from the mine,

Meyer told Black wm Hm :m&

wrong” in telling people the: unﬁ,
rules don’t protect ground E&‘mE
If the agency finds pollution m» the
mine's 150-foot houndary, it is um.
quired to take action, Meyer said.-
“This agency would never: 832

‘Hs back on its responsibility 1o

protect ground water -— and our:
actions prove it,” he said in a testy
exchange with Black,

Black, a former lobhyist for ﬂwm,
Sierra Club, couniered that the
rules should be more strict. If the
agency finds polliution at 150 feet,:
it is required to act — but it is not.
required to shut down the mine or’
make the company prove in esurt
that it can #ix the problem quickly,.
Black said.

That's the standard other busi-
nesses, sioehias. wmanmzm“ wﬁm S
mest, he said. Lo




Hahn, . R-Cambria,

an{i Rép Bn‘ﬁf‘a}m Johns

seen the bilt but weﬁ’t a@?r‘we'“ L

anyi;hmg tha




wmmosamm igin ga% st
bwmm in nw_m mm&g | waﬁgwm to cléan up old’ po = .

ra Struhsacker, a msc
i g helped prep:

ites are Qw&w mwmwm
opens up a mother’

vmnw ..Hm mmaamﬁm of .&w rw om, the

local’ agree. ”.Emmm....ma_mnnﬁﬁn. “Town: Board
¥ m: - Chairman AlSavoie said,

: o *Our; feeling id the ‘best

) :that we conild.. .mmﬁ_mmma "

‘offet “enoiph hesaid Friday in H&% 1ane

G ”__a%_,maa_ﬁm_weﬁn,_ :

. TIne.can operate saf:

O&saos ?g m,. S
sznw Enmﬁn adeat
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CUBA CITY
Tri-County Prass

abandon the idea that a proposed
project should be judged based on

- the performance of other projects .
“and - operated” decades”

_ DNR Secretary - George.
: Meyer said in a letter iast week to

-garlier,’

£
:

£ " vironmental damage:
*I‘he Departmem 0 Namral Re~ o
sources’ encourages 1cg151ators o

“Competing events ‘were. sched

: 'uied today by backers and oppo- -
nents ‘of the bill, which is before

Duff’s Assembly Environment
Comunittee. It was passed 29.3. by
the Senate Iast spring. -

. The Mining Impact: Cea}mnn caf

“Wisconsin and’ other anti-mining-

pmt for th Tblﬂ

~ OUR USED c:

now* hey

[Te as




but passage the: _ rmm

bﬂimeansthem:b has greater )




ponsible for
for

g 2 permanent nic i
g he DOE continuesto drag
i burea ‘ pol

B AT



Spencer Black Machson pro
tested any attempt to amend the
bills ‘as sent from -the Senate,
where it passed 29-3, They ar-
gued that because the Senate has
16 Repubhcans and 16 Demo-
crats, the partisan deadiock will
result mn ‘little, if any, agreement‘
on major ieg;siation o
Republlc__ Sﬁghtﬁz}iy 1gnored :
et d the




moratorium hﬁ}' they. say Wi
weakened bythestafeAssemblx :

Senate Democratic and Repub- - “

lican leaders scheduled :
today - after bxpamsan =5
pomted to a compmm:se amend :

“We need to get th:s t}ung_-

_ Leader Mike Ell ot

proposed by anadi mxmg ;
giant Rio. A}gom.&d .

The ' propos camprom: 3
being worked out by Sens. Kevin
Shibilski, D-Stevens  Point, -and
Robert Cewi&s, B-Green Bay, was
immediately backed by the Siem

Club,

care of” said Senate mnom s

| ments, sending the bill back to the

. Tequ u’ed min-
| ing companies seehng Wisennsln_
| permits to give evidence of a mine;
| similar to. the one they - would )
 build, that had’ operated safely for:
tenyearsandhasbeencloseﬁfor»
- an addifional ‘10 years mthouti :
causm,:gpoﬁuﬂan. g §
? But the bill approved. bythe' As- 1
- sembly ‘amended the bill by fur- <
| ther defining the word “pollution.™
| It would allow o mining company
touseasanexampieamiﬂa?hat

| the Semateare: Lo
| BAgree. with the Assam oy’

i changes, sendmg the bill directly.
| Th' B ., .

& back to.the
i for azzotherv fa‘onthezzzm ;
| ate version [ T
WAmend .one- of the amend

| Assembly for approval of that
i change. ...
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o and clean.
-+ An additional major issueis the
d.

fe:r ‘mine was

4 backwards; Unde
1 thisbill, mining o
demansarate

fail to pro
cando it again

dren gmeraﬁens '
Lucretia” Miller-Brennan is @
med dit Lac resident.

_poisons. ‘The “chemical pmcess
- that creates such acxéumme drain-
 age sustains itself, and is vutuaily

ger of working
dergmur_xd mines

lmpossz’bie 10 SEOp ¢

e






juarpadxa Ajfeoniod ayy 10j




fa Ifthe Repubkcans want to tryto make a ease
-+ for mining projects; that’s fine. e
‘; But when they tte_mpi; to obseure the xssue
‘with expressions. of concerns as frankly irratio-
"nal as those advanced by Duﬁ‘ they insult the in-
teﬂlgenae of Wlscansnﬁi:es




“Fine by me...”
To. the Edato" o " "

After readmg a. recent letter
frotn Ms. Linda Furtman which
appeared on this page, it-is appar-
ent fo me that some of the people

involved: in the emotional mining

debaia lack a $ense of humior. ™

“In her Ietter, _Ms Furtman
wrote that she was shocked by my
response 1 to f:es’mnony ‘at a recent
Assembiy Environment
Comimittee hearing on the so-

As a landowner of_ 50 wooded

and pastmed acr's 'do_have an

dogs e huntmg, ‘working and
house degs All during the ‘dog
rimning seasons, we have péople
collecting or attempting to collect
their dogs on the road bordering
our land: Sinece it.is.a'dead end
road, the township has a'turn-
around easement on our fand.

At times the ;}eopla who own

Weekend homes on that mad can-

not drive through the traffac jam
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Lawmaker~ Mining

Moratorium a myth

MILWAUKEF — A Milway-
kee lawmaker said g au
mm_*atonmn bill reeenﬂ
apprx ___eci by 1

sem}aly

Duffchalrs Duff said the vep-
sion passed by the Senatz ?ser

both sides. The Assembly
- voteon'a bill ag early asy could
: Eggrtfmberhalﬁder an addmonai
ngis
c smdg eld in Milwaukee, ‘
. The Tegislator said he
2 10 spe.q hil] passedeﬂ?:tu}d.a '
would strengthen existing énvii:
Yonmental. laws; rathes: than.try

to ban the Proposed mine, g
. —Wausau Daily iﬁ;

¥

o A i
nvironment Committee, which

 Surrounded by confusion on i

.our annual reumons please cori-
-tact: Yyonne: Mullins cretary-
treasurcr-edator HCR Three, Box

9{}14

legzslators
election. . :

191 Rocky Moun, MO 65072»____? |

Exxm mine is ‘bad mws’
WEBSTER mI am writing toexpose N

\fi Ty I}uﬁ"

S "'——n,;lohn I .Mi‘:tte:", |

i
>

remains ;m:at ut
consistent with hia vot-
s he'was given a grade of
nsm Environmental
99596 voting record. For
bed against considering logis-
r that would eliminate the
nes from gmnn&watar -
rds (AB 236). Andinthe
gesgion, he ;refusad toallow
'vote on the mmmg mora-

request that tha bill be b ughttoa vef.e on
* the Assembly floor as soon as possible - :
- instead of letting it diein committee. Bca;;h
caa im zesached at (8003 362.9472,
Laura Furtman, webster

malrm lﬂ( M comnavienn




Mining: Protecting
Tiver a top priority
'I' %\{;glcf'e%éef’s pristine qualities, -
AY They should be pleased to know
GREENeSBs.GaZe“B that theWoif&verzsaxnong the
en Bay Pr th

ation’s most. protected: river,
?a; than one of the 10 “most

Gre

-
A right to be hearg y
72 GREENBAY.._ Inthe secong part of the s
5 Presg—Gazette’s Dining moratorium series, '

o3 oratorium opponent gng N
Assembly Environments} Coznmit?ee chajr. ;

hundreds of Posteards saying how this is eriti.

tal to oup northwoods ang tourism, Some

Eegisiators may buckle yndey the pressure ™
First, I'g like to thank those who haye

call their Ioea] legislator. Mogt people don’t
realize they have the right to tej} their Jegis]a.

what Duff has said, some legistatars don't

think thejy constituents’ Opinions make
ifference, either.
hey're forgetténg one small detaj), though,
We, the taxpayers, votagd them intp office ang
ifwe don’t care for thejp choices in office, we
€an just as easily vote them Outin November
1988 We do have the right to he heard ang
taken seriously, A legislator's jobisto serve
and repregens his/hor district’s feelings at the
~  state and nation’s capitals,

o, Rep. uff, yes, some of your fellow legig.
lators may “buckle undey the pressure” of
constituents T &y may also be ahle o keld
their seats i office becayge they took time to
listen and did thejr Jobs right,

0 please, eall o write your legislator. Tell

them how You feel aboyt the Iming maratop.

~”¢».4.1\\«\«W‘;i .

 Rodney A, Harll s pesides
' the Crandan Minine (o,

of

H
i
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{ ake GGeneva
Lake Geneva Reglonal News

app afed on this. page It
thman has once

‘me, Assemb}y

oA }eti Mmmg“‘Moratonum
L which in its:.cufrent Torm does
nathm to 'strengthen Wisconsin's
tough mining laws or to prevent the
proposed copper-zinc mine in
Craﬁcien from moving forward: -
‘Had Ms. Furtman bothered to
camact us, she-would realize that
the Assembly Comimittee on Envi-
ronment will be voting on SB 3 on
Nev 11, and that Speakfzr Jensen
Wi '--feik)w through on former
Speaker Brancel’s pledge to- bring
the bill'to.the: Assembly fimr for a
_‘VG if it passes commitiee,,
G too bad-that Ms. Fnriman
1% more. interested ‘in using ediforial

sen and farmer .

pages such as this one to fight her
<o WaALoL. h@iﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%gﬁ@ unsugsmut}-

Cha:rman Assembiy Commmee on
Enwronmem










ty: has growa year by - : i -in

billion 1o $233 1 hillion. {:apxia ,g)mpsriy Yalu e o
Cdrty values haven’t declined - fam;lmr hsi ef va atmn s that T F 98th _Assembfy Dismct
e TOR6, whén'they felt - two per- : '










attﬁnded the ‘meetm” because 'I

fwd cicse__o La Cresse ami Ean: 1




: f‘ Wsseonsm WIil be the big foser
if Exxon's proposed Wolf River
mine ends up poliutmg énnkmg

'wouid prohzb:t the ops

Black D Madnsm is the c
ngm:mtm ader on the Assembly  causer
Natumlﬁesw"es Cemwtte R
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o dig an undery

i : zjn_Wasconsin and e"' ipd : . A ; : ~
any lobbyist Dale mez—as*' S | . o nd Canad Al the
: whs _ EX iner, and. a's erts: attaeked

“before . the - Independent G -RioAlgon g " actionary” and ‘discm?m
; i “Black fouted the mining m S : R IR e
ted the’ mining mora- e bill, Ploaseiee MINING,

RO

ne Uni;ke when the process was e:g:—
— tha£ nave ated, Black said, the’ gecretary of
# more than 10 the DNR is a ‘member of Gav.
: ;mmmg tech- Tommy Thempsen 3 cabmet 3
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Ji 1%‘%‘%‘1‘?

'"Repubi an cemmzt-‘ - gta

; Th measure, : '
Which ‘backers said ‘was: de— mine, operats
-ai_i the. opemng of

mu_m'c_n"’_ ng.to - said:
aJuEyS jemorandum to Duff'







A;mi 1, all ':‘é i5ed s:gmficaét poliution. gave zhe.gr :
n and pad~ : pmb]ems to ‘meet the cnte- pmpgsed mine:
T ; "I‘heMmm‘g




sulfunc acid and he




_-_jappfoved th.:.
I'pipeline through the county and
.cleared . the:'way for the. county to-__' I

.w‘.;”.”\‘_ﬁ_ B i, -n

: e ay
open meeting laws te de 1t :

: support the’ ‘propose

- Dam on the W:sconsm River near.:_

Wisconsin State Journal, Thursday,

November 13, 1997 o

5¢C°

RHINELANDEB (AP) — Cram-

5 got: 8 ‘boost . from’
yunty: Board, which
'Qm;mny’s propasad..

The hoard vofed - Tuesd

pipeline that would carry treated”
wastewater: fromi a. mine site in
Forest County to: the Hat Raplds?'_._

omp ny alp
agreemen!s ‘with Fore

| B1gn :
'Ceunty; and: some  town govern_ S

ments riear the mine site.
L “Ttis a show of Suppo;

' '-man William Korrer said Wednes- -
day. “If they can-meet all. stateand :_'
federal standards, go for it, just B
like a Imlcklmack shep dewn the-

. Street,”l: oo

However, Melame

. partners

Dastnct Attorney Patrick O Me-

ha didn't 1mmediate1y return a tels

_.%?: g

s

]

+ pact commnttee of the caun&y ‘can
utive .director of the Narthwaadsi_;_ '
Alliance, has cb;;eeted to ho T
‘board . acted, saying it mached a.
decxsion witheut “meanmgﬁx pub-- the

ing.ag 'n,” he. said.. “The ¢
g Car e

nqtmnai mmmg ﬁrms E 3

ephone message Wednesday for. .':,8_ al

Supervaser .}'ack So; ensen said.:__._
they dnin’t wolate the ‘open meet-’-. ;

S -_' . Mary Kay' Grasmxck '

. by the County ‘Board’s a :
~cause it allows “us to’ resame dia.
;_ logue  with ‘the - county
1mportant that the pipeline dxscus—
' sxons be separate fram the mme

B It’S =




Democmts say reszdents
deserve to be I heard -

By Ron Seeiy "‘; ,{ 35 "“f’)
Environment mparzer

‘Crandon - may: i}e the szte where
Exxon wants. to dig a giant zinc
and copper mine but it- -apparently

the z}mposed mining moratorium
bill that could halt the project.
ﬁemeeratac members of the As:
semhiy E vironment Committee
sked this eek f‘or Cemmmee

200 people. -

' tended_by re;
: ng in Crandon, de-

ill'sehiedule a sec-

: announced‘ he'y

will not be the site.of a-hearing.on.-

_armg was: held earher :
m*La{iysmzth the s;te =

- per mine: That heamng was ai;~_
: = sald

ursday he will -

spite the request. He already has’

semetime eariy this -

“Ancther :he'a:ﬁng wou.id:' just
delay. the bill;” Duff said: “Welve"
already done far’ morg than ‘the

Senate e&erdzc} o

The Senate approved the pm»'

posed moratorium late this winter

and Duff said he hopes to get the -

bill out of the ‘committee and : 10
the “Assembly” sometime late this
suinmer ‘or early fall.-The ‘bill
would prﬁhlbit issuing permitsto a

~. mineral‘mining company.if it can-

© not eite 8 simiar mingthat has op-.

-erated safely -and has. been closed™
for at least 10 vears thhout' _am_zg_a 5

caused environmental damage.”
© State Rep.. Spence lack, D-

. Madison, one -of the committee.
' members whn requested i:he Cran-" .

- erated near the- cltsr by th

w:int to go up there on

since many frem the *Crandon area
were - ‘not able to attend the La&y- -
smith hearing..

“If only ‘one heamng is ta be
held in northern Wisconsin ‘onthe

" mining: moratarmm bill,” the Ietter

said, “it'is very carious that it was.

held in Ladysmxth and not in:Cran-"

. don. The people of the Crandan,!
- Rhinelander area deserve to be
heard i’ o .
})ui‘f said: he heid ihe: n;tiai'

hearing in Ladysm;th because itis’
g central location and because. he :
wanted committée  members to.
tour the open-pit copper m

ning- Co.. He .'suggested-

I)embﬂr tig cammnteei me bers:.

ol ng'he bac

split.on the

favor the proposal while Duff" sald"
the: group was evenly spht o

moratgnum is- “poorly . con-
ceived and seriously flawed...
politica ontxwed, sxmplwtxc
I agree.
L You . say. the env:ronment
gould be “better protected ane
er the state’s existing mmmg
laws, and other applicable envi-
ronmental regulations; among
the ‘strictest in the nation.” You'
say the 3%-year review process -

ay the p'répms‘ed m:mgf-”

most thy

“should not go forward.

ﬁadmg to - the Enwmnmentak‘ Why have a DNR“? ‘Why riot inst

¥ : B agency,
by qualified state scien s%s a‘x?;l
consultants, under the’ best
rough review
in exis ence, the . pro

If that's the case, w
ZaWS? Why ' have re

GIIS.

1

- Wh'at thear t;ag xpef:t in the way”
O - fhin rnees “the

m%
say, let’s
on’ smence “and sound regula- |

5. “tions, not on: z'hetonc and poli- |
] ht:s.' R

perrmi re znrements
ase our, decmom i

Cxando. M;nmg o. |
' Rhmelafnder '
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A 3 Duff and Black" ffer on- how-

1 the Ladyszmth ar
‘mining moratorium: proposal.
n - Black ‘said about 80 -percent.-of
: ! - those at the hearing appeared to
_ 'feeted by the groposeé mite — de-
s serve anothea' heamng, especiaiiy-
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